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 This year McKinley Elementary School is celebrating its 100-
year anniversary.  In observance of this landmark achievement, 
a celebration will take place at the school on May 29, 2015, to 
acknowledge its past and to emphasize the value this resource 
has in our community. 

The story of McKinley Elementary began in January 1915 when 
the Salem School District purchased 1.2 acres for $5000 from 
landowner Julius Voget with the intention of building a new 
elementary school.  At the time, High Street was simply a dirt 
road that led to what is now the front of McKinley Elementary 
School. 

Over the next 6 months, several key developments helped to 
create this new school. The city awarded the contract to build 
the school to the firm of Snook and Traver.  The total value of 
the contract was $20,130 13.  The city also paid architect 
George Polk $400 to complete plans and specification.  In 
October 1915, construction on the McKinley School was 

complete.   

 

McKinley Elementary School – 1915 

 

THE HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION IS CO-SPONSORING 
A WINDOWS WORKSHOP WITH THE WILLAMETTE HERITAGE 
CENTER IN CELEBRATION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
MONTH!! 
 
DATE: MAY 2, 2015 
 
PLACE: WILLAMETTE HERITAGE CENTER – (Formerly Mission 

Mill) 

1313 MILL STREET SE, SALEM OR 
 
TIME: 9 AM TO 5 PM  
  
INSTRUCTOR: CHRIS GUSTAFSON, VINTAGE WINDOWS 
RESTORATION 
 

 

THIS FREE WORKSHOP WILL FEATURE HANDS ON INSTRUCTION 
AND DEMONSTRATE THE CORRECT METHODOLOGY FOR 

REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE OF ORIGINAL, HISTORIC WINDOWS.  

    

SNACKS & DRINKS PROVIDED (bring your own lunch) 

REGISTER FOR THE WORKSHOP BY EMAILING  

SALLY STUDNAR ~ SSTUDNAR@CITYOFSALEM.NET 

 

 

Over the course of its hundred-year history, McKinley has 
educated tens of thousands of students under the leadership of 
fifteen principals.  During its first years of operation, it served 
twenty-one students.  Today, 342 students are enrolled at 
McKinley, the school’s largest enrollment ever.  

McKinley Elementary has served our community in numerous 
ways, most importantly as an institution for elementary school 
children.  This educational institution also serves as a keeper of 
our memories.  It is a community resource and park (2.5 acres 
of the property to the west of the school is a joint partnership 
with the City of Salem as a neighborhood park). 

 

There is currently a committee developing the program for 
May 29.  If you would like to share your story of McKinley 
and/or be involved in the event, please contact the principal, 
Annie Morton at McKinley Elementary school: 
morton_annie@salkeiz.k12.or.us 

 

FREE Historic Windows Workshop!! 
 

  HISTORIC PLANNER’S REPORT            ~~Kimberli Fitzgerald, Senior Historic Planner 

r  

 

Did You Know- that May is Historic 
Preservation Month? 

The National Trust for Historic Preservation chose May for 
us to celebrate Historic Preservation Month throughout the 
country, and many communities celebrate their history in 
exciting ways.  If you are interested, there are several 
ways to get involved this May.  Here in Salem, our 
Landmarks Commission is pairing up with Mission Mill to 
offer a Window Workshop on May 2nd, with Chris Gustafson, 
of Vintage Window Restoration.   

 

 

 

Our HLC is having a photo contest, and we invite you to 
share with us pictures of places that matter to you.  The 
Landmarks Commission 2015 Photo Contest winners will be 
on exhibit at the State Capitol.  In addition to this honor, 
winners in the top three categories will receive prizes 
including a tea at Deepwood, a behind the scenes tour of 
our local historic properties, or a ghost tour!    

Last, the HLC will participate in the 7th annual Historic 
Preservation Month Fair on the 28th of May at the Capitol 
Mall, hosted by the Oregon State Historic Preservation 
Office.  Join us in May for some great events! 

 

 
McKinley is a wonderful school and I am proud to be 
the principal. When I came in 1981, we had 215 
students and now we have 341. As I look back over the 
years, I think we have grown in many ways and we 
continue to get better. However, McKinley has always 
been a school with pride in its accomplishments. Our 
staff has always been competent and continues to 
provide excellence in education. The students 
represent the McKinley community and the parents 
who require the very best education possible for their 
children. They are parents who are willing to share 
their teaching and support so we can always provide 
optimum educational experiences. As a result students 
achieve academic success, learn to work and play 
together and expand their understanding of the world.  

 Sincerely, 

    Rose Marie Marsh 

Three years after McKinley was completed, the school district 
closed the school because of declining enrollment. As McKinley 
closed its doors to students, a new problem confronted city 
leaders.  The same influenza epidemic that was causing massive 
fatalities throughout the globe in 1918-1919 hit the community 
of Salem.    

Several public and social health issues converged as this health 
crisis taxed the city’s capacity. As the influenza outbreak gripped 
the community, the State Hospital exceeded its capacity.  City 
leaders made the critical choice to send the excess patients to 
Salem Hospital.  This ripple effect led to McKinley in 1919 
becoming a medical hospital for almost 2 years. 

Following the building’s tenure as a public health institution, the 
facility once again became a school, but not immediately an 
elementary school.  In 1921, the school served as Leslie Middle 
School. After 6 years, it returned to its originally intended use, 
and in 1927 it became an elementary school once more. 

 

Excerpt from McKinley Newsletter 1985 – 1986 

 

*** BREAKING NEWS *** 
 

THE OREGON HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES ADOPTED RESOLUTION 
13 ON MARCH 19, 2015.  THE RESOLUTION WAS DRAFTED BY 
SEVERAL STUDENTS TO CELEBRATE THE 100TH BIRTHDAY OF 

MCKINLEY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL!! 
(See Page 3 for story on McKinley Elementary School) 

Chris was a student in Historic 
Preservation & Restoration at 
Clatsop Community College.  
 

He holds certifications in: 
*Oregon Construction 

Contractors Board License 
 

*National Outdoor Leadership 
School 

 
*Fort Worden Historic Window 

Restoration Project 
 

* Industrial Safety 
* Lead Paint Handling 
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