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Policy and Guidelines for Rooftop Installations on Buildings 
 
 
Subject to Restore Oregon review and approval, as well as adherence with applicable local regulations, a 
property owner may install or alter rooftop features such as mechanical equipment, cellular antennae, solar 
panels,  skylights, or other similar installations if: 

1. The design and location of the rooftop installation is subordinate to the overall roofline when viewed 
from a public right-of-way; 

2. The color of the rooftop installation is similar to, and compatible with, the color of the existing roof; 

3. The rooftop installation is removable and the removal of the addition will not harm the historic 
features protected by the conservation easement;  

4. This policy does not apply to rooftop decks or green roofs.  Restore Oregon’s change request 
application form and standard review is required for these modifications. 

 
When seeking approval for placement or modification of rooftop installations, a property owner may 
provide either the Restore Oregon easement modification form or the form provided by the Oregon State 
Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) used to comply with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. 
 
Restore Oregon recommends that property owners consider and incorporate the following performance 
standards relating to rooftop installations:  
 
1) Rooftop mechanical equipment.  

a) The area where the equipment will be installed must have a pitch of 1/12 or less;  
b) The proposed rooftop installation should be set back at least 4 feet from the edge of the roof for 

every 1 foot of height of the equipment above the roof surface or top of parapet; and  
c) The proposed rooftop installation must have a matte finish or be painted to match the roof.  

 
2) Vents.   

a) Rooftop vents on flat roofs and shed roofs behind a parapet (i.e., western false front).  The rooftop 
vent and associated features, such as pipes and covers, must:  
i) Not be more than 30 inches high and no larger than 18 inches in width, depth, or diameter;  
ii) Set back from the perimeters of the building at least 4 feet for every 1 foot of height; and  
iii) Painted to match the adjacent surface.  

 
b) Wall vents. The wall vent and associated features, such as pipes and covers, must:  

i) Be on a non-street facing façade;  
ii) Project no more than 12 inches from the wall;  
iii) Be no more than 1 square foot in area, where the area is width times height. The cumulative area 

of all proposed vents may be up to 2 square feet;  
iv) Be at least 1 foot away from architectural features such as windows, doors, window and door 

trim, cornices, ornamental features, or other elements protected by the conservation easement 
except when located at or below finish first floor framing; and  

v) Be painted to match the adjacent surface.  
 

c) Rooftop, ridge, and eave vents on residential roofs or non-flat roofs. 
i) Standard, attic ventilation vents will be allowed if each vent is no more than 3.0 ft. in width or 

diameter. Must be accompanied by letter from contractor stating necessity or be in replacement 
of existing vents. 
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ii) Painted to match surrounding materials 
 

3) Solar Energy (including photovoltaic and heating systems). 

a) Flat roof. (This standard also applies to the horizontal portion of a mansard roof, or roofs surrounded 
by a parapet that is at least 12 inches higher than the highest part of the roof surface). 
i) The solar energy system must be mounted flush or on racks, with the system or rack extending no 

more than 5 feet above the top of the highest point of the roof.  
ii) Solar energy systems must also be screened from the street by:  

(1) An existing parapet along the street-facing façade that is as tall as the tallest part of the 
solar energy system, or  

(2) Setting the solar energy system back from the roof edges facing the street 4 feet for each 
foot of solar energy system height.  

b) Pitched roof. 
i) Solar energy systems may be on a pitched roof facing a rear lot line or on a pitched roof surface 

facing within 45 degrees of the rear lot line.  
ii) The system must be mounted flush, with the plane of the system parallel with the roof surface, with 

the system no more than 12 inches from the surface of the roof at any point, and set back 3 feet 
from the roof edge and ridgeline. (See diagrams)  
 

4) Cellular Antennae.   
a) Restore Oregon understands that a National Programmatic Agreement exists for installations of 

cellular equipment with special procedures for complying with Section 106 of the National 
Preservation Act. Applicants must furnish such Section 106 documents to Restore Oregon for Board 
approval of antenna installations.   

 

  
 
Diagrams for Solar Energy Rooftop Installations. 
 
 
 


