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On Friday, May2与, tWO 4th grade classesfrom Columbia City ElementarySchooi had the opportunityto to=rthe CapIes

House Museum as part oftheir O「egon Tra= curriculum. Itwas one oftheveryfew dayswhere thetourguides dressed in

O「egon Trail prairie dothes whiie theytaughtthe chiidren the pra両e-time art ofcandie-making, tOy makjng, and how our

ancestors washed their cIothes.

’’ltwent rea=yweiI,’’Capies Chairman Cindy Pame= said. ’丁he common themethatwe kept hearingfrom the kidswasthat

they knew itwas a history museum, buttheydidn’t realizethattheywouId be a⊂tuaIIy doingthings.’’

Pameil and volunteers provided what they c訓a ’iiving history experience’for the students. The classes were sp=t血o groups

Offourthatwerethen taken to separate stations mamed bya tourguide to leam different aspects ofOregon Traii history.

At one station,they leamed to make candIes the old-fashioned way. At another, aUthentic, antique tooIsf「om the 1800s,

in⊂luding a ⊂O什ee grinder, a StereO OPti⊂ reader, a rug beater, a ⊂OPPer bo用er, a Pa⊂ksaddie and an oid appie peeler. TheIr

guide letthe children take tums guessingwhattheythoughtthetooIswere intended for, before showingthem howthey

a⊂tu訓y worked.
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丁he students were also given the opportunity to tour the estate′ Where theywere taught about the history ofthe CapIes

famiIyand howtheytraveled the Oregon Trai上

′′申St kind oftrled to bring Oregon hlStOry into it byshowingthem the beaver hat, that’s the reason foiks came here in the

first place′ they needed to trap those furs. Theywere fascinated with the parts ofthe house thatthey’d never been to

before,’’volunteer guide Terry Maloneysajd.

’丁heywere fioored thatthere was no bathroom in the house′′′ Maloney laughed・ ,,Whatdid theydo?! Did they have po巾O-

POtties?’’So, We talked aboutthe chamber pot underthe bed,′′

The students were also taught aboutthe d碓erence in pioneer庸efor iittle boys and girls, aS they often had many chores

theywere responsible for. ,rThat seemed to be a big one' Theywere ail kind ofsurp「ised at how much workthe kidswould

do l与Oyears ago,’’ParneIl 5aid.

The Caples House Museum compIextakes up an entire cityblock in Columbia City. Dr・ Charles Green Capies bujitthe two-

StOry home from logs cut near MonticeIio, Washjngton (now Longview) in 1807. The ⊂aplesfamiIy occupied the home unti1

19与9.

The house contains a parIor′ doctor′s o冊ce′ kitchen and pantry′ and three bedrooms, aii with antiquefumiture. Other

bu柑ngs on the grounds include a wash house, tOOI shed, and a= OId carriage house that has been converted intowhat is

now ⊂alled the 」Chiidrens′Attjc′′whi⊂h co=tains a dispiay ofold dolls, tOyS, and child「en′s′ items.

The Oregon State Society Daughters oftheAmerican Revolutio= (OSSDAR) boughtthe propertyand reopened itas museum

in1970.

’’Our mission is h-StOric preservation′ education and pat「iotism′ Which to us means helping soidiers and veterans. So, When

We do s⊂hool tours′ We handIe two ofthe three by doingthe education and histor-C PreSerVation′′′ Parne= said. ′′We q=lZZed

them aii・ They aiI seemed to know Oregon Traii reallywe=, they knowaboutthe Columbia RlVerand aboutthe settiers

COming up this way′ SO their background thatthey leamed in their 。ass re訓y heiped them to prepare fortoday'′′

Pameii said they pian to invite the students back in Septemberfortheir amual Harvest Festivai′ Where theyw川have the

OPPOr調nityto pjck apples and make dderwith the museum′s cider press・

’’Afewofthe kids had been here before.AIotofthem eitherwaiktoschool byhere ordrive byonthe busandtheysaid

they′d wondered whatwas in these buiidings but never knew′′′ Parneil said. ‘We were reaiiy encouraged that aii the kids said

they’d lIke to come back.’’
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